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Message Text 

CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 01 TUNIS 03429 171510Z 
ACTION NEA- 10 

INFO OCT-01 EUR- 1 2 ISO-OO FEA-01 ACDA-07 AGRE-00 
AID-05 CEA-01 CEQ-01 CG-00 CIAE-00 EPG-02 COME-OO 
DLOS-09 DOTE-OO EB-07 EPA-01 ERDA-05 FMC-01 
TRSE-00 H-01 INR-07 INT-05 IO-13 JUSE-00 L-03 
NSAE-00 NSC-05 NSF-01 OES-07 OMB-01 PA-01 PM-04 
PRS-01 SP-02 SS-15 USIA-06 FPC-01 STR-04 /140W 

180201Z 040924/15 

R 171348Z MAY 77 
FM AMEMBASSY TUNIS 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 6792 
INFO AMEMBASSY LONDON 
AMEMBASSY PARIS 
AMEMBASSY ROME 
AMEMBASSY TRIPOLI 
AMEMBASSY VALLETTA 
CINCUSNAVEUR 
COMSIXTHFLT 
EUCOM 

SECDEF WASHDC 
USDOCOSOUTH NAPLES ITALY 

CONFIDENTIAL TUNIS 3429 

CINCUSNAVEUR, COMSIXTHFLT, EUCOM, USDOCOSOUTH ALSO FOR POLADS 
E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: PFOR PLOS ENRG TS LY IT 

SUBJECT: TUNISIAN/LIBYAN CONTINENTAL SHELF DISPUTE: 

ANTICIPATED ARRIVAL OF AMERICAN DRILLING RIG 
IN DISPUTED AREA 

REF: TUNIS 3409 

1 . DEPARTMENT SHOULD BE AWARE THAT PLANS TO REPLACE 
SCARABEO IV WITH DRILLING RIG BELONGING TO AMERICAN 
CONFIDENTIAL 

CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 02 TUNIS 03429 171510Z 

FIRM READING AND BATES HAVE NOW BECOME KNOWN OUTSIDE 
OF TUNISIAN GOVERNMENT. STORY HAS BEGUN CIRCULATING 
AMONG DIPLOMATIC CORPS, AND FOREIGN CORRESPONDENTS 
HAVE ALSO BECOME AWARE. IF STORY BECOMES NEWSWORTHY 
ENOUGH TO GET INTO PRINT, GOT IS GOING TO BE CONSIDERABLY 
EMBARRASSED AND IN A DILEMMA AS TO WHAT STANCE TO 
TAKE IN VIEW OF TUNISIA'S KNOWN EXCELLENT RELATIONS 
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WITH US. 

2. ASSUME DEPARTMENT IS KE EPING SOME TRACK OF MOVEMENTS 
OF READING AND BATES RIG. WOULD APPRECIATE ADVANCE 
WARNING IF AND WHEN IT APPROACHES DISPUTED AREA. 

KING 


CONFIDENTIAL 


NNN 
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